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To the Tax Payers of Rutland : 

In pursuance of an act passed at the last session of the legis- 
lature authorizing certain towns to aid in the construction of the 
Rutland and Woodstock Railroad, a town meeting of the legal 
voters was held on the 29th day of December last, agreeably 
to the provisions of said act, at which it was voted by a small 
minority of the whole body of the legal voters of the town, to 
aid the construction of said road in the sum of three hundred 
thousand dollars. But although the most strenuous and frantic 
efforts were made by the friends of the scheme to procure the 
written approval of a majority of the tax payers in number and 
amount of the grand list, the six months within which the act re- 
quired it to be done elapsed, without securing such majority, 
and thus the attempt failed. And failed, though signatures were 
taken for two days after the time for taking them had expired 
under the limitation of the act. Notwithstanding it is the opin - 
ion of some of the ablest jurists in the State that the act does no t 
authorize the town to make a second, and repeated attempts to 
aid the construction of said road in the manner provided by the 
act, and that the first attempt has exhausted the power conferred 
by the act, and the result is final and conclusive, still a further 
attempt to dragoon the tax payers of the town into lending their 
aid to the road has been set on foot, and at a meeting held on the 
16th inst,., it was voted by a small majority of those present to 
aid the construction of said road in the same sum of three hun- 
dred thousand dollars, five thousand of which is to be paid and 
expended, as soon as the vote shall be ratified by the tax payers. 
It is well known to those of you who attended that meeting in 
what manner this vote was carried. By an act of the Legisla- 
lature passed in 1864, it is provided that “ no person shall be en- 
titled to vote in any town meeting who is not a citizen of this 
State, and a resident of the town,” and the act further provides 
that “ the word “citizen,” as used in the act, shall be construed 
to mean a person born within this or some other of the United 
1 
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and village, makes the taxation of Rutland heavier, probably, 
than that of any other town in the state, in proportion to the 
„ r and list. It is proposed to add to the present indebtedness the 
sum of three hundred thousand dollars, to be payable in equal 
installments, in fifteen, twenty and twenty-five years, with inter- 
est at seven per cent,, with the exception of five thousand dollars 
to be paid and expended as soon as the town shall have been 
bonded. This added to our present debt would make the entire 
indebtedness of the town, four hundred and twenty-five thousand 
dollars. The interest on this sum at seven per cent, will be just 
about one hundred dollars per day for every working day in each 
year, — or six hundred dollars per week , — two thousand four hundred 
dollars per mo nth ^twenty* rune thousand seven hundred and fifty dol~ 
lars each year,— and four hundred and forty-six thousand two hun- 
dred and fifty dollars in fifteen years, at which time the first in- 
stallment is to be paid. Add to this the installment then to tall 
due of one hundred thousaud dollars, and the amount is five hun- 
dred and forty-six thousand two hundred and fifty dollars, casting 
only simple interest, in fifteen years, leaving then an indebted- 
ness of three hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars, assuming 
that none of the present indebtedness has been reduced iu the 
preceeding fifteen years, which is not likely to be the case, it the 
additionaf burden of three hundred thousand dollars in aid of the 
railroad is assumed by the town. The interest upon the sum thus 
left due will be almost seventy-five dollars per day, — or nearly 
five hundred dollars per week, — or two thousand dollars each 
month, — twenty-two thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars 
each year,— and one hundred and thirteen thousand seven hun- 
dred and fifty dollars in five years, when the next installment will 
fall due, of one hundred thousand dollars ; which being paid, 
leaves the indebtedness of the town at the end of twenty years, 
two hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars, the interest on 
which is almost fifty dollars per day, — or three hundred and fifty 
dollars per week, — -or fourteen hundred dollars per month, fif- 
teen thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars per year, and sev- 
enty-eight thousand seven hundred and fifty dollars in five years, 
when the third installment will be payable, and which, when 
paid, will still leave the indebtedness of the town what it is now, 
to wit : one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars ; making 
the aggregate which will have been paid by the town in twenty- 
five years, nine hundred and thirty-eight thousand seven 
hundred and fifty DOLLARS, reckoning only simple interest, 
and leaving the town then in debt to the same extent as now. 
While it the present indebtedness shall have been paid during the 
same period, the aggregate will be over one million dollars. 
And this amount will have been paid in addition to the regular 
national, state, countv, town and corporation taxation, which of 
itself will be a heavy burden to the tax pavers. 

It is idle to say that the stock of the company to be issued to 
the town for the bonds, will be of any value. Nobody expect? 
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this idea still further. The state of Illinois has 219 woolen 
mills with a capital of $3,600,000, employing 3450 operatives 
and using annually 4,000,000 pounds of wool. With the amount 
proposed to be paid for the construction of the Rutland and 
Woodstock Railroad, at the lowest estimate, there could be 
built within easy walking distance of our Post Office, nearly 
one hundred woolen mills, which would constantly provide work 
houses, clothing, food and fuel for seventeen hundred operatives 
and their families. And as steam is required in the manufac- 
ture of woolens, the mills could be run as economically by 
steam as by water, although we have an abundance of the 
latter. And a similar comparison may be made in respect to 
other branches of manufactures. Which would be the best in- 
vestment for Rutland? Even in the matter of bonding, would 
it not be infinitely better for Rutland to take in lieu of her 
bonds, if bond she mwsf, stock in corporations formed to ope- 
rate manufactories in our midst, than to do the same for any 
railroad whatever, that might be built in addition to the four she 
already has ? This is a practical question for those who seem 
to think Rutland is struck with death, and are anxious to dispose 
of her assets, before she falls into the grave of hopeless bank- 
ruptcy. Think of one hundred manufactories of woolens, hum- 
ming their busy spindles within sound of your ears ! The music 
of them would be enough to reanimate the dead. Is it said that 
these things only await the building of the Chittenden railroad? 
How utterly absurd ! We repeat that the same prediction has 
been mabe for the past twenty years. We have been told that 
capital would seek investment in manufacturing enterprises in 
Rutland when the Rutland & Burlington railroad should be built, 
— and then the busy hum of spindles only awaited the building 
of the Troy and Bennington line, — and then, the Rntlaud and 
Washington, and the Whitehall and Saratoga. These roads have 
all been built, and yet with these four lines of roads, all center- 
ing in Rutland, and running for years, and placing the town in 
direct, quick and cheap communication with the Boston, New 
York, Albany, Western and Canadian markets, with the Scream 
of flying locomotives, with their burdened trains, running north, 
east, south and west, almost incessantly piercing our ears, by 
night as well as by day ; with sleeping water power enough in 
oui midst to make a Holyoke or a Springfield of our town in 
point of manufacturing wealth ; with all these advantages, and 
in spite of all the predictions that have been made to the contra- 
ry, not a spindle is yet in motion; not a single steady, united, 
energetic movement lias been made by our citizens to bring these 
great things to pass. And yet it is plain to all thinking men that 
upon these enterprises the further progress and growth of Rut- 
land in population and wealth, almost wholly depend. Will a 
fifth railroad — to Chittenden do it ! Will any person who re- 
flects for a moment before he speaks, say that any shrewd capi- 
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talist on earth ia waiting to invest his money in manufactories in 
Rutland, until that road is built? That even the Healdville route 
will not answer their purpose, though it costs the town nothing, 
and will cost less than half the money ? Is there any capitalist 
in or out of Rutland who is waiting until Rutland has hopelessly 
tied around her neck the burden of this enormous debt of $300,- 
000 and interest upon it for fifteen, twenty and twenty-five years , 
by which the town will be crushed and impoverished under inex- 
orable and never yielding and never ending and enormons taxa- 
tion ? Capital ! which has such a keen scent for and disrelish of 
taxation that its holders will even bury it in the earth, transport it 
across the sea, or what is worse, perjure themselves by false re- 
turns to the assessors, in order to escape it ! Nay ! only such a 
step as that ot mortgaging the town for nearly ONE million of 
dollars, with its accumulation of interest, every particle of 
which like the Jew’s bond for the pound of flesh must be paid, is 
needed to warn capital already with us to go away and keep out 
of such investments, and capital not with us to stay away in a 
place of greater safety, where it will not be subject to such excess- 
ive and blighting burdens. This, we solemnly believe will be the 
inevitable consequence of bonding the town. It will postpone 
indefinitely the glad day when Rutland shall commence the grand 
march, to prosperity by concentrating her capital and her enter- 
prise, in busy mills, and other manufactories ; in houses, tene- 
ments, additional stores, and palatial residences, and all the ac- 
companiments of a thriving inland manufacturing city. 

2. But we are told by the friends of bonding the town, that a 
great East and West line from Chicago to Portland is impera- 
tively demanded, over which to pass the immense commerce ol 
Asia and Europe. That after a careful comparison of the pro- 
posed east and west lines lying north and south of Rutland, with 
the Rutland line to White River Junction, the capitalists of Port- 
land and Chicago have decided that the Rutland line will be the 
shortest , speediest and most direct , and that therefore this route is 
favored by them, and that of course it is favored by all the lines 
now built, which would fall into the connection, and reap the ad- 
vantages of the illimitable commerce that will pass over it. Con- 
ceding all these glowing expectations and much more to be well 
founded, then three things inevitably follow, as the light the sun ; 
1st. That the road somewhere between Rutland and White River 
Junction is an absolute necessity to Chicago and Portland and to 
all the intermediate lines of road. 2d. That if it is an absolute 
necessity to them, it is not so enormous in its length, or in its ex- 
pense, great as it is, but that they will build it, without the aid oi 
the bonds of Rutland. 3d. That as it is to be the great avenue 
for the through commerce of Asia and Europe, Portland and 
Chicago and the intermediate roads, will reap the main advanta- 
ges flowing from the income of its business, and therefore ought 
to build it. So that conceding the premises of the friends of this 
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of the survey, now in the railroad office in Rutland. The hfeh 
est point on the Chittenden route, at a point about eighteen miles 
distant fiom the depot in Rutland, is over thirteen hundred feet 
measuring over the surface, and nearly twelve hundred feet if a 
cut or tunnel be made to the depth of 'seventy feet, as ^proposed 
So hat m respect to grade, there is a decided advantage*!?^ 
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route over the Healdville in this respect, that should warrant this 
town to bond herself for three hundred thousand dollars ? 

4. But it is claimed that the building of the Chittenden route 
will be more advantageous to Rutland than to accept, the other 
already onc-half built, because the merchants of Rutland, or some 
of them, will derive a profit on the increased trade which will be 
brought to them during the construction of the road, in the sup- 
ply of materials, food, &c. That is to say, it will be a profitable 
transaction for Rutland to pay three hundred thousand dollars to- 
wards building a road, which, when built, will be no better than 
a road already half built, simply for the profits our merchants can 
make out of the trade which will come to them during its con- 
struction, and in consequence of it ! It may be true that some mer- 
chants might make more money out of this incidental trade, than 
their share of the three hundred thousand dollars would amount to, 
but would it not be wrong to tax the whole inhabitants of the 
town for the benefit of a few, and when the benefit accuring even 
to the few would be far less than the aggregate loss of the many? 
What! ask Rutland to pay three hundred thousand dollars to- 
wards building twenty miles of road, instead of accepting twenty 
miles already built between the same termini , merely for the prof- 
its of the increased trade which her merchants will derive during 
the year or two in which it will be in the process of construction ? 
There may be those who are so penetrating as to see a profit in 
such a tiansaction, but we confess it looks opaque to our vision. 
No prudent man would act thus in the management of his private 
affairs. 

5. Again, it is claimed that the Chittenden route will open up 
a country to the trade of Rutland that is now excluded therefrom. 
Considering this to be true, the question still remains, to what 
extent will this route open up trade ; and a still more important 
inquiry, will it open up a more extensive trade than will come to 
us by the other proposed route? If it will not, or if it will not to 
a material extent, then no advantage can be claimed for the route 
on this score, certainly none to warrant the vastly increased ex- 
penditure. Among the towns that have been mentioned by Ihe 
enthusiastic friends of the Chittenden route, the trade of which 
will be brought more or less to Rutland, are Mendon, Chittenden, 
Pittsfield, Stockbridge, Sherburne, Bridgewater and Woodstock. 
Of these towns, Mendon, Chittenden, and a portion of Pittsfield 
already do their principal business at Rutland. Their wood and 
lumber find a market here, and the same is true of their produce. 
A railroad through those towns might increase their traffic with 
Rutland somewhat, but not materially. Rutland must be the 
focus for their business, whether they have a railroad or not. As 
to the towns of Woodstock and Bridgewater, inasmuch as the 
-Healdville route and Chittenden route are identical, from Bridge- 
’*'ater to oodstock, those towns would be in as direct communi- 
cation by the Healdville route 'as by the Chittenden. We should 

lereiore get just as much business from these towns by the one 
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line as by the other. Then West Bridgewater being a point in 
the valley extending northerly through Sherburne, Pittsfield and 
Stockbridge, which pitches down to this common point in the two 
lines, it follows that those three towns will find easy access to 
either Rutland or Woodstock with their produce and lumber, or 
to do their trading, by taking the trains at West Bridgewater. 
So that the whole territory which is claimed will be opened by 
the Chittenden route, with the exception of Chittenden and Men- 
don, which are already secure to Rutland, will be equally opened 
up aud accommodated with railroad facilities, by the Healdville 
road. Then, iu addition to Woodstock, Bridgewater, Sher- 
burne, Pittsfield and Stockbridge, which region will for the most 
part be equally well served by the Healdville route, the town of 
Plymouth and the northern part of Ludlow are to be added to the 
list of towns that will be put in railroad connection with Rutland 
by that route. It is well known that Plymouth is filled with in- 
exhaustible wealth iu her lime deposits, her iron ores, and her 
marbles. These alone would furnish more business to the line 
than all the business that would spring up on the Chittenden 
route. They would find a general market in Rutland, for distri- 
bution to all parts of Western Vermont, the West, and the Can- 
adas. It is not apparent therefore that the Chittenden route 
would possess any advantages over the Healdville route in the 
matter of territory it will open to the trade of Rutland. 

6. If the Healdville route be built, the headquarters of the 
entire line between Rutland and White River Junction would 
inevitably be at Rutland. They could be no where else. The 
distance is the usual distance for ruuaiug engines, and there would 
be no intermediate point where a change of cars or engines 
would be necessary, or even convenient. With the Rutland road 
in the line, and having shops in Rutland for building engines and 
cars, the locomotives aud cars necessary to stock this new line 
would be made in Rutland. This would materially add to their 
force of men, and to their general business, aud to an enlarge- 
of their depots and shops. Then the confluence of this route 
with the Rutland road at the common headquarters at Rutland, 
would settle for all time any question of the removal of the head- 
quarters of the Rutland road from Rutland to Burlington al- 
ready grown ambitious to secure them. Nothing could be so dis- 
asterous to Rutland as the loss of these headquarters. It would 
affect us as Northfield was affected by the loss of the headquart- 
ers of the Vermont Central. Will the people of Rutland, by 
ill-natured and ill-divised attacks upon the so-called “Boston in- 
terest” in the Rutland road, afford our rivals at Burlington in- 
centives and inducements to offer to the managers of that road to 
remove the headquarters from our town? On the other hand, if 
the Chittenden route is built, the road will go under the control 
of the Saratoga railroad company, which pays no part of the 
taxes in our town, and so would pay no part of the $300,000 if 
voted, or else the Northern New Hampshire, in either of which 
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events the headquarters would not be at Rutland, hut would be 
either at White River Junction or at Green Island. This is 
not said in disparagement of the Saratoga Company, or of the 
Northern New Hampshire. The interests of these roads are 
such that they could neither of them afford to build up the head- 
quarters of this proposed route at Rutland. They arc both for- 
ei«n corporations, having their headquarters already established 
elsewhere, and where they will remain. Rutland would be a 
mere way station between Schenectady and White River Junc- 
tion. No general offices, no construction, and no repair shops, 
beyond what now exist at Rutland, would be added in case the 
Chittenden road is built. So that the Healdville route will add 
the headquarters of another road to Woodstock, with all its im- 
mense advantages, while the Chittenden route will enable the 
Saratoga road to remove her headquarters away from us. Can 
there be any doubt in this view as to what is the best policy for 
Rutland? Would it not be far better for her to have this line 
controlled by a Vermont interest than by powerful foreign cor- 
porations, in New York on one side, and New Hampshire on 
the other, to be used simply to enable them to get across our 
State with as little expenditure to themselves within the State 
as possible ? 

7. It is hopefully believed that the construction of a railroad 
from White River Junction, the common center of all the rail- 
roads on the east side of the State, to Rutland, will at no distant 
dav draw to our enterprising town the capitol of the State. But 
who shall say that the Healdville route is not just as available to 
accomplish this purpose as the Chittenden route? Would not the 
distance and the running time be the same by the one route as 
the o' her? 

8. We ask you to examine the accompanying map of the two 
proposed routes, and decide for yourselves whether there is any 
foundation for the claim that the Chittenden route is more direct 
than the other ; or whether the route via Healdville goes any fur- 
ther “ around Rutland ” than the other ; or whether the Chitten- 
den route has any essential advantages over the other as to dis- 
tance? Comstock, in his Philosophy for “ little learners” lays 
down the postulate that it is no further around the bail of a ket- 
tle when it lies on one side of the kettle than it is when it lies on 
the other side. We command this simple illustration, in connec- 
tion with this map, to the “little beginners” in railroading in 
Rutland, who profess not to see that, it is do further to go forty- 
five miles by rail on the southern rim of a circle, than to go the 
same distance on the northern rim. [see map.] 

This map, so far as it represents the Chittenden route, is cop- 
ied from a photograph of “ Randall’s survey,” and the Healdville 
route is added upon the same scale, and is the work of an accom- 
plished civil engmeer. Its general accuracy, therefore, may be 
relied upon. Not the least noticeable feature is the general bear- 
ing of the Healdville line towards Woodstock all the way from 
Rutland, as if it took to that route “ sort o’ natural like,” and 
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lovingly ; while the other road, if we mav h* ,l! 

fy it, seems to have a sort of self ^ be d °' veJ to personi- 

”0 ” f , ">« «•»*, °nti "rrrs f* 

from the very start, creeps around “ ,1 f wdI be Perceived, 
ther and further away from WoedstoclT ' S | °* gradua % fur- 
c IRlb the break-neck Chittenden n 1 ° Vld6atly rel «etant to 
through a tunnel, and put through SUfh and b ® C1 ' 0wd ed 

tions as would lame the back oA boa c nv ? ll!tl0RS ami contor- 
der of its Batural life ““ ° H f A a p boa co Dstnctor for the remain- 

ius^Fenn^Esq.^ civil ^^neetb^FN^w^BrJt^^ 6 j? 1868 b J Jal ~ 
fg e and long experience in his nrofes-inn 1 ’ Gonn -> a man of 

known by referring to the chief engineer of tc be 

er Railroad and of the Hartford F;lr, the Connecticut Ri v . 

.voi “ bo 

that most of the substantial advant« ’ stl11 Jt must be admitted 
comes the important question whether * W ° U < f ° 1Iow - Alld then 
J { insa n e on the subject from exciterne^ 7 ""I I'f g ° De absolute - 
f hree hundred thousand dollars 6^ ’ k be wilIin S give 

and burden this already oveXrde, S ? beb ^ R > two routes, 
twenty-five years to come ? own with its payment for 

ing the town for building route and of bond- 

the arguments above set forth, resort m , - lveS llQ f. bl « to answer 
founded objections to the Healdvill » ^ ari0R ® sophistical and un- 

b« fo«»d to have „ f„ “»™d 

and west line between Portland be , 1]Re . lntended to be an east 

either Chicago or Portland or anv • + d G ‘ H ' a S°- W<! deny that 
to letting the Rutland Road into' raifroad is opposed 
has ever heard any objection from t/ %° D aCCOUnt • Who 
hon of the interested V** ^ iRveR ' 

" hat. difference does it make tn *i Chittenden route. Pray, 
cago on the other, ShetC th Sr^ ° n the 0Re ? ide Chi- 
and west line by the Chittenden A® tS f ass over ^is great east 
ville route? Would there be aay'S ^ ^ by the Heald ' 
cost more to carry it over the pf’if ^ ° nly that 11 would 

that Portland win oppose' the Lt^ A* 11 g rade s ? Do you say 
line, because it is a Boston rr t the Rutland road into the 

divert freights to Boston V v aM S ° "' b have an interest to 
Rutland? Are we to take V llat trUe ’ what is h t0 

it is not true that Portlnm-1 nh* °/ or ourselves ! But 

the line. P 0r , on reaching Wi t ° d ? ttm g' the Rutland road into 
New Hampshire road more ? lver Junction the Northern 

Rutland, is let- into the lin ° dlS - tlnctlvel y a Boston road than the 
into the lme, and has as great an interest to divert 
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the trade by way of its line and connections to Boston as 1ms 
Rutland road. But as freights are marked to their destination bv 
the consignors they could not be diverted, and it is idle nonseme 

r ™ lk / b r 'h lhe ob J ectlon was never made by anybody out 
of Rutland Moreover, at a general railroad meeting at Port 
land, are solution, after mature consideration, was unanimously 
adopted, that m the creation of the great line between Portland 
and Chicago, all existing lines of railroads, so far as they can be 
made use of m comp eting the chain, should be let in Is links 
Why not, then let m the Rut and road, since it is for quite a mint 
ber of miles m the direct line, as well as the Northern New 
Hampshire, both of which are Boston roads? Why not make 
use of it so far as it is available, as well as of the Saratov hnS 

£,”S.fr * pl * m ' 

. f An °t. hor 'vveap and puerile attempt to avoid the arguments 

m favor of the Healdville route, is the unwarranted and" n 

representation that those who oppose taxing the town in three 
hundred thousand dollars for the Chittenden route do not desire 
^connection between Rutland and White River Junction anywhere 
that the object though ingeniously disguised, is wholly L pre’ 
vent any such connection, and is really to secure a connection by 
the way of Claremont, which connection they say in the same 
breath they favor themselves ! Is that the way they back their 
Portland friends? In favor of a route that will Lino them doi, 
to Concord, when Concord is so near to Boston, that it H of L 
othei places the one they wish to avoid? But to return to the 

build : 'th?^»H lt -li made t0 - a ? Pear that there is no intention to 
Where is £ Its the 1 Chittend “ route is not built? 

their good iudo-menl ' L 0Uld SUC 1 a sl1 PP ositi °n impeach 

sen T a L pruden ? e? Is * ™ 

screws and racks to the npn / ^ ‘ S ' a , lave a PP lle d t!lc thumb 
route and oolLlL P ? P ° “ ° Dg tlie lme of the Chittenden 
ity, there Llifn , 1 to i° nd t0 the last P enn >' of their abil- 

lion of dollars tlialLbT t0 b ? raiSed more mone y b 7 a mil- 
er route LT 1 be re 9 mred to build and complete the otb 

'S “» of aid from th.tJm, .t 

And cannot the shrewd and keen capitalists who are to 




14 



furnish the means to make this connection see it ? w 
agam, therefore, that if Portland and ■ re P eat 

White River Junction route if “ , • / Rutland and 

the heavens, that their interests,' theR good "sSeTnf ' ^ 
more their pocket verve will ’ anfi what 19 

H ealdville refute taThl-t^n tt^T t0 “*** *» 

. A few miscellaneous observations in renlv tn a;, 

of 3^: ma^Thfon? 7^ 

1. The proposal to bond the town in aid of the pun* i 

bes bear no comparison whatever The* t nTO c ,1 ^ le ca “ 

Western Vermont were pracSv cuf offT 7 A® ^ ° f tlle 
railroad facilities, by of all 

and there was no otLr poss bfe nt! 7 V * he SOUth ead > 

ssz 

presented itself to them wt,;,.i ,,, , rK or t0 Albany had 

half the money, or f Mr Pa^k 00 ^ 1 ^ b< T ^ for Iess ll ® 
to complete his ^ connection ^ 7 ^V^cted another route 

cost to build the Lebanon 7 7* f ° r less than half it 

lr 

as those towns were ? Are the ^ 01 lailroad facilities 

have none at all ? Are the ° ° r^ le ® milli ons of dollars, or 

land will only throw in Sidtl dnn ^ eqUIp A th ® road lf Eut ~ 
in that respect? Not at all ’ On tb a 7 * tlle cases aIike 

0 °z rr ■TO* 
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offered them in complete running order for nothin® I Such an 
instance as this will never exist unless it shall be brought about 
by the action of the tax payers of Rutland, driven headlong and 
thoughtlessly before the wild screeches and howls, the sticks and 
clubs of an excited band of men, under the lead of John Cain 
and all gone mad for the time, over the famous, gyratin® whirl! 
gig “rams horn route,” the only explanation to be given for 
its not being quiet after experiencing one defeat in this town is 
that given by a backwoodsman why a constantly tremblin® and 
squirming log would not lie still. He said it was “ so pfa®uy 
crooked it couldn t ! [see map.] 1 ° 

2 So the bugbear that if the Healdville road is built the Rut- 
land & Bennington railroad Company will cut off Rutland by a 
connection over Danby mountain to Healdville. In answer to 
which it is sufficient to say that it would be as foolish for the Ben 
mngton road so to do, and thus cut off and throw away twenty 
miles of its present road, as it would be for a man to amputate 
one of his own legs. The Bennington road is a southern line 
and the proposed route ! S wholly an eastern and western line 
and therefore a connection with it would be of no especial value’ 
But any one acquainted with the topography of the region where 
it is predicted this road will be built, is well aware that it would 
not be safe for chain lightning to go down there without wear- 
breechmg. It is a patent scarecrow, intended only for gul- 
lible and stupidly credulous persons. 

Vi The truth ls ’ if the friends of bonding, contrary to our 
confident expectations, shall succeed in obtaining the requisite 

wm°f V ° f he ., grand llSt wilhin six months, the only result that 
11 follow, or that we apprehend is really expected to follow by 
its most sanguine advocates, is the payment by this town of the 

expenses of the preliminary survey of this road, amountin® as 
we aie informed, to about six hundred dollars, and the further 

whi ch, when accurately made will onlv 
moie certainly develop the ram’s horn peculiarities of the route 

be tVnekd^nd ' lffiCUltl rf ° f . chasm ’ aud rock y promontories to 
oe tunneled, and increased estimates of the cost of construction 

Bray what reasonable hope is there of accomplishing more? Just 

with 1 ex cite" V 1 ’ W T d aUd smilin g’ but sweating and tremblin® 
forth „?! 1 r 8 ^ usually is on such occasions, steppin® 

rth on some public platform in Portland or Chicago and offerin® 
t0 the capitalists of the country a bribe of three hundred tho V 
at thcVcV of ® Utland .®? nds i ^ come forward and build his road 
Presiden of tot Km-” i l0 “ S ° Then j" 8t imagine the 

bowin® to Ve f ifT r ° a i’ takmg 0ff Ilis hat “ d gracefully 

of ^ ln front of the boiling and sputtering President 

bLds to V enden r J ° b ’” and Sa ^ ing : “ Gentlemen' ! I have no 

ter Pltmouto 7 °d T RutW ’ an<i ^ a few from Bridgewa, 

I off ™ a V othe . r towns on the lino, but what is far better. 

BuSd mtf r ^ tbe conil e C tion between 
nd and W lute River Junction, you are said to so much de- 
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Z 1 he 6 "Sf' b t W “«»'% consolation SXXnS K ?°”i 

>;»V« “x;t X's «» 

«f K„i].nd,„i,r wiici ,„ ™‘ h ,° n, “' 1 d »»« out „, 
and the expenses of his journeys to p ni ? 7 bl ® useIe ss surveys 

tie Speedy construction of .Xl r 3XX“ d “S’ to 8 *Peii»e 
Stock by the most practicable ! b ® T 3en Eutland and Wood- 
notice that we don’t propose to set * aSlble ™‘ e > '« hereby Z, 
to place it on “ a ],;u » , > . set J,s cand le under a bushel l 

having been invited to attend , , h ° Herald and Courier as 

. » id.ee, is . v , r7 co^LVotXdTr'T “ *< 

send to each one of them a on™, 1’ , at band , propose to 
der that they may know somethin! of tl m ° deSt pampIllet > in or- 
versy which divides the people of Em! ? na ? re ° f the contro- 
so far as we can, to form a LrroctZ Z and to enaWe them 
the case. And we would mos7resp ec tf, 7 ‘° n aS t0 tbe Merits of 
after they shall have duly invest,?!? ectfuHy suggest to them that 
partially, and examined the surv S. a < V? d , beard bot h sides, i m - 
i cutes, a id made careful estimated o/fl lo ° ked at the respective 

land, if they would do us the ftJ, * * inhabitants of R ut _ 
they really desire a connection belwl pZ in Wrkh ‘? whether 
Junction to complete the great Chics RatIaQd and White River 
°f course, none of us doifbt 1 ™ ? 8 ° ai ? PortIa nd line, (which 
route by the way of Chittenden is the onl * ethert * e thre ® nuffioJ 
their purpose, and if so, why partial ® that wilJ answer 

fer that route to the other as^ s h!? P? ° r whether they pre- 

wlij, and rery particularly? and final? °! clloice > and if so 
cose change to a considerable a l S ‘hey have any 

away, and if so where is it? A resn Z the ^ desire to throw 
tions would, we opine so far t peo,ful answer to these n Ue s 
ourdissensions. P ’ g ° f " t0Wards Pitting a quietus upon all' 

this trouble. ’ Even the Saf f 1S scarceI y necessary for us to take 
mg light of the true route and?!? “pany have caught the dawn- 
supermtendent has alreX^e Ji “ erpr . isin g aad eagle-eyed 
tors. What he wants evident!? ? t P aCe ln lts board of Dircc- 

\h Sarat °» a road f °r the least on tl ^ aEortlarid connection 
ters the Healdville route to non! \ ? Ia} \ At a11 events he pre- 

jhe eud. Anditissl top.Xt ti ; A " d to t li fo 

m the blind excitement of the hour ? ^ i“ g hence tho8e who 

hour, were induced to enlist “for 
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the war,” in favor of this impracticable Chittenden route, under 
the leadership of that artful political maneuverer, John Cain, 
will stack arms and leave, and be ready to affirm that they only 
went in for a mere “ sham tight.” J 

Pardon us, if we seem to have treated a subject in most of its 
aspects really so grave, with some degree of levity. Many times 
there is no so good medicine for those temporarily gone wild in 
pursuit of some foolish or kitey scheme, as a little well meant 
ridicule. 

But in all seriousness, we do most solemnly affirm that the sev- 
eral matters herein set forth by way of fact, are substantially 
true, and can be abundantly verified. And with all the formali- 
ty and certainty of special pleading, we will add : without this, 
that any other matter, cause, or thing, whether conceived in the 
mirky clouds which envelope the heads and darken the understand- 
ings of our adversaries, or hatched in the earth beneath, or 
spawned in the waters under the earth, or to be conceived, hatch- 
ed, or spawned, and having an ephemeral appearance of life fa- 
vorable to the bonding of the town of Rutland in aid of the ram’s 
horn route, and not herein and hereby fully answered, traversed 
avoided, denied, squelched and pulverized, is, or will be true, to 
the best of the knowledge, information or belief of the under- 
signed. 

And without arrogance or vaporing, we feel justified in being 
thus positive and explicit in what we allege, for the reason thsS 
for many months we have demanded of the advocates of bondino- 
a good and sufficient answer to these our objections, but the only 
reply we have ever elicited Is that of Falstaff to Prince Henry 
as to how he could know those men in Kendall green, when it 
was so dark he could not see his hand : “What! upon compul- 
sion ? No ; were reasons as plenty as blackberries, I would £ive 
no man a reason on compulsion ! ” 

But while our positions and reasons in support of them will 
not be answered, without doubt there will be a plentiful displav 
of coarse denunciation and low abuse. J 

And undoubtedly we shall be charged particularly with the 
the monstrous offence of communicating the contents of this pam- 
pnlet to the distinguished railroad gentlemen upon whom reli- 
ance is placed for the means requisite to build the railroad by the 
Chittenden route, and thus injuring the prosperity of the town “in 
which we Dake to live ! ” But we fearlessly do it, nevertheless • 
aye, eagerly ,— -not to injure the good old town in which we live but 
to rescue her fair name from everlasting dishonor and reproach ! 
Under the act enabling the town to aid the construction of this 
road, this movement to raise funds wherewith to build it, is 
clothed with the character of a corporate act, and is not a mere- 
ly individual enterprise, and so it involves us all, and all will be 
justly held responsible for what ever shall be done. Now we do 
not propose that by any action of this town, or by the action of 
any individuals or body of individuals professing to act in her 
name, any money shall be raised out of capitalists abroad, for 
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ft. construction of ft. CWWg. « 

katling out of ’ ™j , !_U p ',..io »m,— » moral off.uc. 

the concealment of the truth, ", i: gtencli,— in respect 

which is said to possess an abiding and pec^ai^stenc^, ^ ^.P 

to any fact touching t ‘^ b " ^ L C River Junct i on? necessary to cony 
between Rutland and 'V h _ rwtland which those capi- 

plete the great line from Chica f embarking their money 

would U ,C“ blind of one 

in its construction. It ° Portland, we would 

to a respectable gentleman rom o opposite side 

scorn to resort to arts and tr i As to keep to ° ^ ^ Ft ^ 

of the animal until the trade s benefit of 

we ask honorable gentlemen to build f ™ cost t0 them 
this town, or even fin • he benefit f toms ^ feut 
of three millions of dollars, m a loca y Rre told hy „ s , 

^ ““onced by any 

one-third as much. Would f re there no per- 

citizens be covered with everlasting . in protest 

sous to be found withm her limits, to « as woul / be in , 

Vo s’rorSn" 1 ^ 1 usr.Soir« 

and art, and stratagem, an - n i v r,.l v for the funds to meet 
those upon whom the town mus mai J ? to be the best and the 
the expense They want 

cheapest, and m short the a iy line bet ween 

a road only to complete the ilmk ir the >east mict & ^ 

Rutland and White River Junetum. but to build up 

not only for the purpose of supply : 1 justify the inhab- 

the local interests of Rutland also. ^ 

itants of Rutland in playing s iarp « scoundrel's 

ask to become their benefactors? Or shall 

individually and collectively, privately and co p ) 
we preserve our self respect and the fly Oierc 

veahng the whole truth about bond- 

ttay -5 m «bf “ “ 5° “ <» iou.“ b.tw..u ft. 

ing to say to these gentlen . We tbiuk it would 

same termini, chattered y g Chittenden route, on 

be for our interest to pay $dOO,OW over tbe otber 

account of its supposed local adva . , ^‘ 1 than tb( . Chittenden 
route which can be built for two n „ to pay. We 

road will cost, and for which we should have noth 

should be glad to know gentlemen, that upon tull exa 
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the respective routes, you will also think it for your peculiar ad- 
vantage to select the same route ; still it is our duty as honest men 
to say to you that the other route will cost you very much less, 
and may answer your purpose just as well. But if you can't give 
us the Chittenden route, come and build the other at all events. 
Is not that what is required of honest, high-minded, fair-dealing 
men? Would any one not a most accomplished swindler and vil- 
lain do otherwise? We fearlessly declare that so far as wejcan 
prevent such a foul blot from being attached to the good name of 
this town, the manipulators of the Chittenden job shall not 'be 
permitted to hold another sensation meeting in Rutland and there- 
to beguile the honorable gentlemen embraced in the list of invi- 
ted guests to the last one, in order to inveigle them into putting 
tlieir money into the Chittenden line, while pains is taken to con- 
ceal from them all mention of the fact that if they have any mon- 
ey to put into a railroad, they can obtain the route they covet for 
two millions of dollars less than is being begged of them in hon- 
eyed words by their friends (?) who invite them here ! And if 
no gentleman can be permitted to rise in such a convention and 
inform these invited guests of a fact so important to them, with- 
out being set upon and treated like the man who went down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, the information 
must be imparted to them in some other mode. And we will 
take our chances of being “ marked,” or “ drummed out of town,” 
or out of the society of decent people who regard their honor as 
of more concern than the accomplishment of a desired object by 
the arts^of villainy and fraud. And we indignantly deny the 
right of any man or body of men to make us parties to such an 
infamous swindle as this studied concealment of the truth would 
constitute, and especially do we affirm that they have no right 
to clothe this town in disgrace, by perpetrating the swindle in her 
name, and by means of her corporate action. This good old, 
honest, and steady going town,— we glow with just pride when 
we are able to say in the language of the exultant Western de- 
claimer, “ a part of which we are whom,”- — has once refused to 
put the seal of her approbation upon this cheat, though urged by 
every art to do it, and so long as her citizens have any regard for 
honor and for justice, so long as they are guided by a wise pru- 
dence and discretion, so long will they continue to refuse. 

VII. _ In conclusion, let us fix our eyes upon a bright and pleas- 
ing vision. Let us contemplate Rutland as she will be, the 
crowned and jewelled city of the Green Mountain State, if only 
her people shall be guided by wise counsels and a prudent fore- 
cast. A three fold policy vigorously pursued, is all that is re- 
quired to ensure the realization of our fondest hopes, namely : 

1. The speedy extinguishment of the present debt of the town. 

2. Concerted action to awaken attention to the importance of 
embarking capital in manufacturing enterprises in our midst. 

3. The immediate setting on foot of measures which shall se- 
cure the speedy construction of a canal of sufficient dimensions 
to admit of carriage by steam, between Lake Champlain and Rut- 
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land, which , wl l | cu o ^ t m o P f 1 ' ^c^mvlSio^^gh th °. vast ch ?"i 

that we should have ^ the immense commerce 

and grasp this prize. To say ^ ^ Lakes? tbe amount ot 

that would pass through 1 marbles and slates now lying 

wealth in the form of ^exhaustible nwxD cana l, un- 
in the hills and valleys along the r ou ^ chcap trans . 

developed and unproductive simp y f would instantly 

portation, and which the building of ^ n- with such a 

developers so immense as to de y commo dities would 

canal completed the P roauct “ n j can be plainly demonstrated 
be increased an hundred • ^ ^ <)f CODglmc tion the State 
that in proportion to the 1 o* derive ag large a proportion- 

of Vermont may build the canal a q£ New York is receiv- 

al revenue therefrom m to a t \ not her month should elapse witli- 
ink from her Erie canal Not Qf , of Rutland, Castleton 

out calling a mass meeting of t tene d upon the subject, 

and Fairhaven, that they may be enli ghte^ blic 

and stirred up to the nnpoi W “^ted to investigate 
work. Competent committees sh ^ b^PP^ construc tion, 

the whole ™ commerce that would pass through 

and particularly the amount ^ undeveloped resources of 

it, and the effect it wouhl h p in tbe magnitude of 

the state. Snel. », f P°" J' 0 ™ te i ng certain to follow it. 

the .■.»!!» * ^ Su b« memorialized 

construction. Then the u g . b lld be gathered as 

to lend its aid, and S uch facts and stat .tics )he al 

will prove that the canal section of it, but also be 

wealth of the State, particular J * g tate in the shape of tolls, 
a source of perpetual reve , n ( e j ve from the Leg- 

1 short. wo ^mS" «“ »»T >*» 

i stature both the autlio y ter transportation, 

struction of this great a\ei in direct water connection 

This canal would also put Rut Hudson and Cham- 

with the city of New York, by nay _ & via Lake Erie 

plain canal, and also with Chicago, ^ ’ communication for 

Sf ■ *“■ •* 

to the New York and Western maiLe ^ „ and resolve that 

Let us turn away from behol = ■ incible spirit and unalter- 

from this very day, we wi , A' 1 individually and collectively to 
able determination, do a comm ented upon, to its 

carry this three fold policy, tl Y to enduring pros- 

complete accomplishment. It is the sme p 
verity. The other is the path to rum. 

P y CHARLES C. DEWEY, 

For Committee of citizens appointed to prepare ad 




